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L et arrangem ents be made for the reversion, of th e prism s w ithout any disturbance of the other optical arrangem ents, including, of course, the position of the cylindrical lens, if one be used. A ny slight errors of adjustm ent w hich prevent th e lig h t from the s ta r and the comparison lig h t from falling upon the tra in of prism s under the same optical circumstances, so fa r as m ere direction is concerned, will have opposite effects in th e reversed positions of the p rism s; b u t th e separation of th e em ergent lights due to relative m otion will rem ain unchanged by th e reversal of the positions of the prism s.
If, therefore, th e ap p aren t change of refrangibility due to relative motion rem ains unchanged by the reversion of th e prism s, all doubts about the effects of errors of adjustm ent will be rem oved. B u t if th e results in th e reversed positions of th e prism s sensibly differ, th en th e existing errors of adjustm ent m u st be rem o v ed ,, or th e ir effects allowed for by tak in g a m ean of th e results in reversed positions, before any reliance can be fairly placed upon the determ ination of relative motions in th e line of sight.
A reversible spectroscope was arranged by me, and m ade by Mr. Simms, some years ago, b u t I have never since had an equatoreal, w ith a good driving clock, un d er m y control w ith w hich th e experi m ent indicated could be properly tried.
W ith the direct prism s now in use, th e required reversion can be easily arranged. I am not likely, fo r some tim e, to have the use of a good equatoreal, and I, therefore, publish the plan w ith the hope th a t some one more fo rtu n ately situated m ay give it a fa ir trial.
The experim ent is a crucial one, and, in m y opinion, should be tried. The Bimodulus is a constant, w hich is exactly double of th e modulus of any system of logarithm s. The Bimodular Method is derived from
